ABOUT THE NICHOLSONS . P

The first John J. came from the town of Athy*in the County of Kildare, Ire1éﬁd in 1
the first half of the 19th Century. Athy's industry was largely brick making. They
came on a sailing ship and landed at Perth Amboy, N.J., a town with\simi]ar brick
making opportunities. After a while he moved up to New York State where he invested
in é brick yard. I do not know his wife's name although it's probably up on the ,
Nicholson 'stone in St. Peter's Cemetery in Haverstraw. At any rate there wefe 2 chi1drén '\‘i
of this marriage: Annie, who married a man named Farrell and moved West and waé neve}‘
heard of again and the second John J. who was your great grandfather. He and his fatherf;-
circulated between Beacon and Haverstraw, running the brickyard and attending to the
arocery store, All the employees had to buy groceriés from him as'there,were no other;;; i:
stores around. This turnéd out to be a financially valuable move. 'One year:he dis-:": “
covered and bought a very valuable bank of blue clay and none of h1's,competitor‘s'had‘f‘¢
any. It was at this time he managed to sock away a large part of his fortune.
» o
As he grew older his two sons, Johnnie and Willie ran the brickyard;‘ Yourvgréat'gfahd; ;Js‘
father ran his second grocery store in Haverstraw. I have heard my father Spéak of the“\h
ease with which he could heft a 200 1b. barrel of sugar to his shoquer;fahd how once a
year he would hitch up the horse and make a trip to New York City to have his bank
books brought up to date. He died of Bright's Disease in 1916. But‘he did not die
before my father's wire arrived announcing his graduation from the Univérsity of -
Maryland's Medical School. They said he sat out in front of the sforé ai] day éhow-r _:
ing the telegram to everyone. He was not a drinking man but when he céught a cold, :'
maybe once a year, my grandmother would make him drink hot lemonade with some whiske& ;
in it and then he would sing all the old Irish songs all night Tong. When he died o
" he had managed to accumulate a nest egg of $i00,000 -- an unbelievable sum in,those ﬂ
days. Everyone in Haverstraw knew him as "Honest John".

»

*Athy is pronounced " a tie"
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Page 2 Nicholsons

My grandmother and your great grandmother; Mértha éreen Nicholson, was‘d brett& woman f(

with grey dark-lashed eyes. There were other children of this marriage than I have

recorded but they died so close to birth that I deleted them. She had quite a temper,

I have been told, and was given to fits of sulks when things did not go her way. She | K
was wild about her one daughter, Martha (Mattie) and it almost killed her when she

lost her to rheumatic heart disease. I have also heard that she lost 5 chiidren in

one week to diphtheria. A1l of which could answer for her lack of emotional equi;

1ibrium.

My father and your grandfather, Francis Peter Nicholson (Frank) was a hard Qorkfng!f;:;
simple honest'man-—‘much the same as the environs he came from. His famfiy was thé.f]ffkﬁ"ﬁ
most important thing in his 1ife and he did everything he could to see that theyireL{{:’M
ceived a good education. He would have been so happy to have seen all of you and ta
know how you have turned out. In those days (1912) when my father went ‘to school a ﬁj‘
college degree was not a medical school pre-requisite. So he went right’from Havér-.i*v

straw High Schoolinto the rigorous study requirements of a medical school. .1 have

often wondered how he did it without all the college years of preparation.  When he :f'.‘

graduated he went right to South Baltimore Hospital and specialized invOphfha1m01ogy.‘
He openad up practice in Jersey City and did very well financially. He provided d o

most comfortable 1iving with 2, 3 and sometimes 4 in help.. My mother had ample

- funds to buy beautiful things, which she did, industriously. Usually she bought ine

threes-- one eventually for each child. Of course the two robberies she had put‘theti‘
quietus on that ambition. My father practiced in Jersey City nearly 50 years and
was much beloved by his patients. I heard him say once that these 50 yeak medaWé‘_l 

were no great gift because of the attendant physical drawbacks of that advanced age.f"“
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